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Close analysis of the painting Girl with a Flute, long attributed to the seventeenth-century Dutch painter Johannes Vermeer,

has revealed subtle deviations from the artist’s signature techniques. These variations suggest that the work may be that of
a student under Vermeer's tutelage—potentially

our understanding of Vermeer as a solitary artist.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. negating
B. prefiguring
C. entrenching

D. substantiating
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The following text is adapted from Zora Neale Hurston’s 1921 short story “John Redding Goes to Sea.” John wants to travel
far beyond the village where he lives near his mother, Matty.

[John] had on several occasions attempted to reconcile his mother to the notion, but found it a difficult task. Matty
always took refuge in self-pity and tears. Her son’s desires were incomprehensible to her, that was all.

As used in the text, what does the phrase “reconcile his mother to” most nearly mean?

A. Get his mother to accept

B. Get his mother to apologize for

C. Get his mother to match

D. Get his mother to reunite with
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Some scientists have suggested that mammals in the Mesozoic era were not a very group, but paleontologist Zhe-Xi
Luo’s research suggests that early mammals living in the shadow of dinosaurs weren't all ground-dwelling insectivores.

Fossils of various plant-eating mammals have been found in China, including species like Vilevolodon diplomylos, which Luo
says could glide like a flying squirrel.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. predatory
B. obscure
C. diverse

D. localized
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As an undergraduate researcher in anthropology, Jennifer C. Chen contributed to a groundbreaking study challenging the
accepted view that among prehistoric peoples, female participation in hunting was . The research team’s review of
data from late Pleistocene and early Holocene burials in the Americas revealed that, in fact, as many as half of the hunters in
those populations were female.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. inevitable
B. satisfactory
C. negligible

D. commonplace
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Investigating whether shared false visual memories—specific but inaccurate and widely held recollections of images such as
product logos—are caused by people’s previous incorrect renditions of the images, researchers Deepasri Prasad and

Wilma Bainbridge found that, in fact, such memories are often not explained by familiarity with erroneous versions of the
images.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. compliance with
B. exposure to
C. criteria for

D. forfeiture of
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According to a US tax policy expert, state taxes are

opportunities, housing availability, and climate are strong influences.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. consistent with
B. representative of
C. overshadowed by

D. irrelevant to

other factors when considering an interstate move. Even
significant differences in state taxation have almost no effect on most people’s decisions, while differences in employment
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While scholars believe many Mesoamerican cities influenced each other, direct evidence of such influence is difficult to

ascertain. However, recent excavations in a sector of Tikal (Guatemala) unearthed a citadel that shows

Teotihuacéan

(Mexico) architecture—including a near replica of a famed Teotihuacén temple—providing tangible evidence of outside
influence in portions of Tikal.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. refinements of

B. precursors of

C. commonalities with

D. animosities toward
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While most animals are incapable of passing somatic mutations—genetic alterations that arise in an organism’s

nonreproductive cells—on to their offspring, elkhorn coral (Acropora palmata) presents an intriguing

:ina 2022 study,

researchers found that elkhorn coral produced offspring that inherited somatic mutations from a parent.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical and precise word or phrase?

A. hypothesis
B. affinity
C. anomaly

D. corroboration
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Iraqgi artist Nazik Al-Malaika, celebrated as the first Arabic poet to write in free verse, didn't reject traditional forms entirely;
her poem “Elegy for a Woman of No Importance” consists of two ten-line stanzas and a standard number of syllables. Even

in this superficially traditional work,

rather than a famous man.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical transition?

A. therefore,
B. in fact,
C. moreover,

D. though,

Al-Malaika was breaking new ground by memorializing an anonymous woman
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Establishing Coordinated Universal Time (UTC) is no easy task. Each month, readings of a single second from atomic clocks
around the world are taken and sent to the International Bureau of Weights and Measures (BIPM) in France. BIPM

metrologists perform the meticulous work of assembling these minutely disparate readings into a globally shared time
standard.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical transition?

A. There,
B. In particular,
C. For example,

D. Conversely,
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Okot p'Bitek’s poem Song of Lawino (1966) explores postcolonial Ugandan life through the eyes of a woman living in a rural
village. With its vibrant imagery, bitingly satiric tone, and dexterous use of traditional Acholi song and phraseology, the poem
inspired a generation of East African writers. those who adopted its style are often referred to as Okot School poets.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical transition?

A. Nevertheless,
B. Fittingly,
C. By comparison,

D. Instead,
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When one looks at the dark craggy vistas in Hitoshi Fugo’s evocative photo series, one’s mind might wander off to the

cratered surfaces of faraway planets.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical transition?

A. Consequently,
B. Alternatively,
C. Ultimately,

D. Additionally,

it's the series'’ title, Flying Frying Pan, that brings one back to Earth, reminding
the viewer that each photo is actually a close-up view of a familiar household object: a frying pan.
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For years, biologists have experimented with using grime-eating bacteria rather than harsh chemicals to clean artworks, and
results have been impressive overall. these bacterial strains—which can metabolize centuries’ worth of oil, glue, dirt,

and other surface impurities without creating harmful byproducts—have proven more effective than traditional chemical
cleaning methods.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical transition?

A. However,
B. In many cases,
C. As aresult,

D. Additionally,
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When, in the 1800s, geologists first realized that much of Earth had once been covered by great sheets of ice, some
theorized that the phenomenon was cyclical, occurring at regular intervals. Each Ice Age is so destructive, though, that it

largely erases the geological evidence of its predecessor. geologists were unable to confirm the theory of cyclical Ice
Ages until the 1960s.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical transition?

A. Hence,
B. Moreover,
C. Nevertheless,

D. Next,
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To discover which fruit varieties were grown in Italy’'s Umbria region before the introduction of industrial farming, botanist
Isabella Dalla Ragione often turns to centuries-old lists of cooking ingredients. she analyzes Renaissance paintings of
Umbria, as they can provide accurate representations of fruits that were grown there long ago.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical transition?

A.In sum,
B. Instead,
C. Thus,

D. Additionally,
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Because an achiral molecule is symmetrical, flipping it yields a structurally identical molecule. A flipped chiral molecule,
can be compared to a glove that has been turned inside out: it produces a structurally inverted molecule rather than

an identical one.

Which choice completes the text with the most logical transition?

A. in other words,
B. by contrast,
C. for example,

D. similarly,
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)

Known as Earth'’s “living skin,

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

" biocrusts are thin layers of soil held together by surface-dwelling microorganisms such as
fungi, lichens, and cyanobacteria. Fortifying soil in arid ecosystems against erosion,

A. arecent study’s estimate is that these crusts reduce global dust emissions by 60 percent each year.

B. an estimated 60 percent reduction in global dust emissions each year is due to these crusts, according to a recent study.

C. these crusts reduce global dust emissions by an estimated 60 percent each year, according to a recent study.

D. a recent study has estimated that these crusts reduce global dust emissions by 60 percent each year.
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Classical composer Florence Price’s 1927 move to Chicago marked a turning point in her career. It was there that Price
premiered her First Symphony—a piece that was praised for blending traditional Romantic motifs with aspects of Black folk

music—and

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. developing
B. developed

C. to develop

D. having developed

supportive relationships with other Black artists.
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After winning the 1860 presidential election, Abraham Lincoln appointed Edward Bates, Salmon P. Chase, and William H.
Seward to his cabinet. Lincoln’s decision was surprising, since each of these men had run against him, but historians have

praised it, noting that Lincoln

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. has leveraged
B. is leveraging
C. will leverage

D. leveraged

his rivals’ diverse talents to strengthen his administration.
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In the 1970s, Janaki Ammal, a prominent botanist, emerged as a powerful voice in India’'s environmental conservation
movement. Her exhaustive chromosomal survey of plants in Silent Valley, a pristine tropical forest in Kerala, India, that is

home to nearly 1,000 species of native flora (many of which are endangered),

decision to preserve the forest.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. are

B. were

C. have been

D. was

instrumental in the government'’s
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Despite being cheap, versatile, and easy to produce,

biodegrade in landfills.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. there are two problems associated with commercial plastics:

B. two problems are associated with commercial plastics:

C. commercial plastics’ two associated problems are that

D. commercial plastics have two associated problems:

they are made from nonrenewable petroleum, and most do not
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In 2015, a team led by materials scientists Anirudha Sumant and Diana Berman succeeded in reducing the coefficient of
friction (COF) between two surfaces to the lowest possible level—superlubricity. A nearly frictionless (and, as its name
suggests, extremely slippery) state,

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. when their COF drops below 0.01, two surfaces reach superlubricity.
B. two surfaces, when their COF drops below 0.01, reach superlubricity.
C. reaching superlubricity occurs when two surfaces’ COF drops below 0.01.

D. superlubricity is reached when two surfaces’ COF drops below 0.01.
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Nuhad al-Haddad, known as Fairuz, was one of the most beloved Lebanese singers of the twentieth century. Her broad
singing repertoire—which included traditional forms, such as the Arabic gasida and magam, alongside modern pop and jazz

styles—lent Fairuz a timeless, cross-generational appeal,

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. earned
B. had earned
C. earning

D. earn

her the moniker “the soul of Lebanon.”
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The violins handmade in the seventeenth century by Italian craftsman Antonio Stradivari have been celebrated as some of
the finest in the world. In close collaboration with musicians, Stradivari introduced changes to the shape of a traditional

violin, flattening some of the instrument’s curves and making

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. those

B. one

C. them

D. it

lighter overall.




Question ID 1c16f0f0

Assessment

PSAT/NMSQT &
PSAT 10

Test

Reading and Writing

Domain

Standard English
Conventions

Skill

Form, Structure,
and Sense

Difficulty

ID: 1c16f0f0

Based on genetic evidence, archaeologists have generally agreed that reindeer domestication began in the eleventh century

CE. However, since uncovering fragments of a 2,000-year-old reindeer training harness in northern Siberia,
begun much earlier.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. researcher Robert Losey has argued that domestication

B. researcher Robert Losey’s argument is that domestication

C. domestication, researcher Robert Losey has argued,

D. the argument researcher Robert Losey has made is that domestication

may have
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The artistic talents of Barbara Chase-Riboud, most known for her 1979 historical novel Sally Hemings and the conversation it
inspired, limited to the realm of prose: she first excelled in sculpture, where her affinity for bronze—a material she
described as “timeless” due to its use across eras and cultures—became part of her artistic identity.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. hasn't been
B. wasn't
C.isn't

D. aren't
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In 1727, dramatist Lewis Theobald presented a new play, Double Falsehood, at a London theater. Theobald claimed that his
drama was based on a little-known play by William Shakespeare, Cardenio. Many, including poet Alexander Pope, were
historians have determined that Shakespeare’'s company did perform a play called Cardenio in 1613.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. skeptical but
B. skeptical, but
C. skeptical,

D. skeptical
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Quantum particles of light—photons—provide an unhackable means of transmitting encryption keys over networks, as
attempts to observe particles in quantum states will invariably alter the particles
transmit.

dismantle any information they

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A.and in the process,
B. and, in the process,
C. and in the process—

D. and, in the process
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In paleontology, the term “Elvis taxon” gets applied to a newly identified living species that was once presumed to be extinct.
Like an Elvis impersonator who might bear a striking resemblance to the late musical icon Elvis Presley himself, an Elvis
taxon is not the real thing, is a misidentified look-alike.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. however but it
B. however it
C. however, it

D. however. It
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Luci Tapahonso is the inaugural poet laureate of the Navajo Nation. Her book Saanii Dahataal/The Women Are Singing—a

combination of fiction and memoir, poetry and

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. prose;
B. prose
C. prose,

D. prose—

serves as a testament to her versatility as a writer.
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The 2022 Nobel Prize in Chemistry was awarded to three pioneers in the field of click chemistry: two-time Nobel laureate
Barry Sharpless, who coined the term “click chemistry” in 1998; Carolyn Bertozzi, founder of the Bertozzi Group at
Morten Meldal, a professor at the University of Copenhagen in Denmark.

and

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. Stanford
B. Stanford,
C. Stanford:

D. Stanford;
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The field of geological oceanography owes much to American Marie Tharp, a pioneering oceanographic cartographer
whose detailed topographical maps of the ocean floor and its multiple rift valleys helped garner acceptance for the theories
of plate tectonics and continental drift.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. geologist,
B. geologist
C. geologist;

D. geologist:
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The first computerized spreadsheet, Dan Bricklin's VisiCalc, improved financial recordkeeping not only by providing users
with an easy means of adjusting data in spreadsheets but also by automatically updating all calculations that were

dependent on these to VisiCalc's release, changing a paper spreadsheet often required redoing the entire sheet by
hand, a process that could take days.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. adjustments prior
B. adjustments, prior
C. adjustments. Prior

D. adjustments and prior
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A conceptual artist and designer embraced by both the art world and the fashion

Mary Ping was chosen to curate the

exhibition Front Row: Chinese American Designers for the Museum of Chinese in America.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. world
B. world:
C. world;

D. world,
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Gathering accurate data on water flow in the United States is challenging because of the country’s millions of miles of

the volume and speed of water at any given location can vary drastically over time.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. waterways and the fact that,

B. waterways, and the fact that,

C. waterways, and, the fact that

D. waterways and the fact that
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From afar, African American fiber artist Bisa Butler’s portraits look like paintings, their depictions of human faces, bodies,
and clothing so intricate that it seems only a fine brush could have rendered them. When viewed up close, however, the

portraits reveal themselves to be

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. quilts, and the
B. quilts, the
C. quilts; the

D. quilts. The

stitching barely visible among the thousands of pieces of printed, microcut fabric.
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The Tantaquidgeon Museum in Uncasville, Connecticut, was founded in 1931 with the goal of showcasing the culture and

history of the Mohegan

country.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. Tribe, and
B. Tribe
C. Tribe and

D. Tribe,

today, nearly a century later, it is the oldest Native-owned and -operated museum in the




Question ID 6f4d8396

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty
PSAT/NMSQT & Reading and Writing Standard English Boundaries EEE
PSAT 10 Conventions

ID: 6f4d8396

Beatrix Potter is perhaps best known for writing and illustrating children’s books such as The Tale of Peter Rabbit (1902), but
she also dedicated herself to mycology, the study of more than 350 paintings of the fungal species she observed in
nature and submitting her research on spore germination to the Linnean Society of London.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. fungi; producing
B. fungi. Producing
C. fungi producing

D. fungi, producing
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How do scientists determine what foods were eaten by extinct hominins such as Neanderthals? In the past, researchers
were limited to studying the marks found on the fossilized teeth of skeletons, but in 2017 a team led by Laura Weyrich of the
Australian Centre for Ancient DNA tried something the DNA found in Neanderthals’ fossilized dental plaque.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A. new: sequencing
B. new; sequencing
C. new, sequencing:

D. new. Sequencing
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Researcher Lin Zhi developed a process for increasing the tensile strength—measured in gigapascals, or GPa—of silkworm

required to stretch it from approximately 0.5 GPa to 2 GPa.

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

A silk, by
B. silk by
C. silk and by

D. silk. By

dissolving and reweaving the silk in a solution of iron metal ions, zinc, and sugar, Zhi increased the amount of force




