
Question ID: cc8a5e6e

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

PSAT/NMSQT and PSAT

10

Reading and Writing Expression of Ideas Rhetorical Synthesis Hard

Question

While researching a topic, a student has taken the following notes:

British scholar Robert Plot described fossilized dinosaur bones in his 1676 book The Natural History of Oxfordshire.

Plot earned a reputation for being the first person to have discovered dinosaur remains.

In 1990, archaeologists in Lesotho, in southern Africa, discovered a fossilized phalanx of a Massospondylus carinatus dinosaur in a cave

once inhabited by humans.

Indigenous Khoesan and Basotho peoples had inhabited the cave beginning around 1100 CE.

According to paleontologist Julien Benoit, these peoples may have found the phalanx and brought it to the cave centuries before Plot’s

descriptions.

The student wants to emphasize the significance of the 1990 discovery to Plot’s reputation. Which choice most effectively uses relevant

information from the notes to accomplish this goal?

Answer

A. Benoit challenged Plot’s reputation for being the first person to have discovered M. carinatus remains.

B. Evidence that Khoesan and Basotho peoples may have found an M. carinatus phalanx as long ago as 1100 CE suggests that Plot may not

have been the first person to have discovered dinosaur remains.

C. According to Benoit’s analysis of the 1990 discovery, Indigenous peoples in southern Africa may have brought the fossilized phalanx to the

cave as long ago as 1100 CE.

D. In 1990, more than three centuries after Plot claimed in his book that he had found fossilized dinosaur bones, archaeologists uncovered

evidence in southern Africa that disproved his claims.   

Correct Answer: B

Rationale

Choice B is the best answer. Noting that the evidence suggests Indigenous peoples may have found dinosaur remains in 1100 CE, the sentence

emphasizes how the 1990 discovery challenged Plot’s reputation as the first person to discover dinosaur remains.

Choice A is incorrect. While the sentence does emphasize that Benoit challenged Plot’s reputation, it misrepresents information in the notes; Plot

was reputed to be the first person to discover dinosaur remains in general, not the first person to discover M. carinatus remains specifically.

Choice C is incorrect. The sentence only partially explains the significance of the 1990 discovery, noting that it suggests Indigenous people

brought dinosaur remains to the cave in 1100 CE; it doesn’t explain the discovery’s significance to Plot’s reputation. Choice D is incorrect. While

the sentence does emphasize that the discovery challenged Plot’s reputation, it misrepresents information in the notes. The notes don’t indicate

that the 1990 discovery cast any doubt on Plot’s claims to have found fossilized dinosaur bones; rather, the discovery challenged Plot’s

reputation for being the first to discover dinosaur bones.



Question ID: 18e3f389

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

PSAT/NMSQT and PSAT

10

Reading and Writing Expression of Ideas Rhetorical Synthesis Hard

Question

While researching a topic, a student has taken the following notes:

Soo Sunny Park is a Korean American artist who uses light as her primary medium of expression.

She created her work Unwoven Light in 2013.

Unwoven Light featured a chain-link fence fitted with iridescent plexiglass tiles.

When light passed through the fence, colorful prisms formed.

The student wants to describe Unwoven Light to an audience unfamiliar with Soo Sunny Park. Which choice most effectively uses relevant

information from the notes to accomplish this goal?

Answer

A. Park’s 2013 installation Unwoven Light, which included a chain-link fence and iridescent tiles made from plexiglass, featured light as its

primary medium of expression.

B. Korean American light artist Soo Sunny Park created Unwoven Light in 2013.

C. The chain-link fence in Soo Sunny Park’s Unwoven Light was fitted with tiles made from iridescent plexiglass.

D. In Unwoven Light, a 2013 work by Korean American artist Soo Sunny Park, light formed colorful prisms as it passed through a fence Park had

fitted with iridescent tiles. 

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. The sentence effectively describes Unwoven Light to an audience unfamiliar with Park, noting that Soo Sunny Park is

a Korean American artist and that the 2013 work consists of colorful prisms formed by light passing through iridescent tiles.

Choice A is incorrect. The sentence describes aspects of Unwoven Light but doesn’t mention who Park is; it thus doesn’t effectively describe the

work to an audience unfamiliar with Park. Choice B is incorrect. Although the sentence indicates when the work was created and who Park is, it

lacks descriptive details and thus doesn’t effectively describe Unwoven Light. Choice C is incorrect. The sentence mentions Park and describes

an aspect of Unwoven Light—the chain-link fence—but doesn’t effectively describe the overall work to an audience unfamiliar with the artist.



Question ID: aa8f5175

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

PSAT/NMSQT and PSAT

10

Reading and Writing Expression of Ideas Rhetorical Synthesis Hard

Question

While researching a topic, a student has taken the following notes:

Phobetor, a name drawn from Greek mythology, is an exoplanet that orbits the star PSR B1257+12, also known as Lich.

Phobetor’s mass is 0.01 times that of Jupiter, or 0.01 Jupiter masses.

Mastika, which means “gem” or “jewel” in Malay, is an exoplanet that orbits the star HD 179949, also known as Gumala.

Mastika’s mass is 0.92 Jupiter masses.

The student wants to make and support a generalization about exoplanets. Which choice most effectively uses relevant information from the

notes to accomplish this goal?

Answer

A. Exoplanets that are named Phobetor orbit Lich, and those that are named Mastika orbit Gumala.

B. Even though Phobetor and Mastika are both exoplanets, their masses are different: Phobetor’s mass is 0.01 Jupiter masses, and Mastika’s is

0.92 Jupiter masses.

C. Many stars have both a designation and a proper name; for instance, PSR B1257+12 is also known as Lich, and HD 179949 is also known as

Gumala.

D. Exoplanet names have diverse origins, a fact that can be seen in the cases of Phobetor, a name drawn from Greek mythology, and Mastika,

which means “gem” or “jewel” in Malay.

Correct Answer: D

Rationale

Choice D is the best answer. The sentence makes and supports a generalization about exoplanets, noting that the names of exoplanets have

diverse origins and supporting this with the examples of the origins of "Phobetor" and "Mastika."

Choice A is incorrect. The sentence misrepresents information from the notes, implying that there are multiple exoplanets with the same names.

Additionally, the sentence provides no support for its generalization. Choice B is incorrect. The sentence contrasts the masses of two specific

exoplanets; it doesn’t make and support a generalization about exoplanets. Choice C is incorrect. The sentence makes and supports a

generalization about stars, not exoplanets.



Question ID: 7b9ed7f1

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

PSAT/NMSQT and PSAT
10

Reading and Writing Expression of Ideas Rhetorical Synthesis Hard

Question

While researching a topic, a student has taken the following notes:

Freddie Wong (born 1985) is a director and special effects artist from the United States.

He is best known for the action-comedy web series Video Game High School (VGHS).

VGHS premiered in 2012 on RocketJump, a YouTube channel that Wong cocreated.

The series was celebrated for its inventive video game–centric world and high-quality special effects.

VGHS was nominated for a Producers Guild Award for Outstanding Digital Series.

The student wants to begin a narrative about Wong’s award-nominated web series. Which choice most effectively uses relevant information from

the notes to accomplish this goal?

Answer

A. In 2012, director and visual effects artist Freddie Wong launched a new action-comedy web series: Video Game High School.

B. Video Game High School was celebrated for its inventive video game–centric world and high-quality special effects, and it was nominated for a

Producer’s Guild Award for Outstanding Digital Series.

C. Wong, cocreator of the YouTube channel RocketJump, would go on to see his web series be nominated for a Producers Guild Award.

D. In 2012, Video Game High School premiered on RocketJump; it would later be nominated for an award.

Correct Answer: A

Rationale

Choice A is the best answer. This choice introduces Wong and VGHS in an active and specific way, as if to an audience unfamiliar with the series.

It also sets up the time and genre of the web series, which are useful ways to introduce the series of events in a narrative.

Choice B is incorrect. This choice isn’t suited for beginning a narrative. A narrative is a story that follows a sequence of events and creates

interest and suspense for the reader. This choice jumps to the end, explaining the success of VGHS without explaining what it is. Choice C is

incorrect. This choice isn’t suited for beginning a narrative. It doesn’t actually introduce the web series by name. It just jumps to later in the story

without sufficient explanation. Choice D is incorrect. This choice is not very effective for beginning a narrative. It doesn’t explain what VGHS is,

and it doesn’t mention Wong.



Question ID: f0c37687

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

PSAT/NMSQT and PSAT
10

Reading and Writing Expression of Ideas Rhetorical Synthesis Hard

Question

While researching a topic, a student has taken the following notes:

Cecilia Vicuña is a multidisciplinary artist.

In 1971, her first solo art exhibition, Pinturas, poemas y explicaciones, was shown at the Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes in Santiago,

Chile.

Her poetry collection Precario/Precarious was published in 1983 by Tanam Press.

Her poetry collection Instan was published in 2002 by Kelsey St. Press.

She lives part time in Chile, where she was born, and part time in New York.

The student wants to introduce the artist’s 1983 poetry collection. Which choice most effectively uses relevant information from the notes to

accomplish this goal?

Answer

A. Before she published the books Precario/Precarious (1983) and Instan (2002), Cecilia Vicuña exhibited visual art at the Museo Nacional de

Bellas Artes in Santiago, Chile.

B. Cecilia Vicuña is a true multidisciplinary artist whose works include numerous poetry collections and visual art exhibitions.

C. Published in 1983 by Tanam Press, Precario/Precarious is a collection of poetry by the multidisciplinary artist Cecilia Vicuña.

D. In 1971, Cecilia Vicuña exhibited her first solo art exhibition, Pinturas, poemas y explicaciones, in Chile, her country of birth.

Correct Answer: C

Rationale

Choice C is the best answer. The sentence effectively introduces the poetry collection Precario/Precarious, noting that it is a collection by Vicuña

that was published in 1983 by Tanam Press.

Choice A is incorrect. While the sentence mentions the 1983 poetry collection Precario/Precarious, it focuses mainly on Vicuña’s visual art.

Choice B is incorrect. The sentence doesn’t introduce the 1983 poetry collection Precario/Precarious; instead, it introduces Vicuña. Choice D is

incorrect. The sentence emphasizes the location of Vicuña’s 1971 exhibition Pinturas, poemas y explicaciones; it doesn’t introduce the 1983

poetry collection Precario/Precarious.



Question ID: 02433867

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

PSAT/NMSQT and PSAT
10

Reading and Writing Expression of Ideas Rhetorical Synthesis Hard

Question

While researching a topic, a student has taken the following notes:

Some powerful works of literature have so influenced readers that new legislation has been passed as a result.

The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano (1789) is the autobiography of a man who endured slavery on both sides of the

Atlantic.

Equiano’s book contributed to the passage of the Slave Trade Act of 1807.

The Jungle (1906) is a fictional work by Upton Sinclair that describes unsanitary conditions in US meatpacking plants.

Sinclair’s book contributed to the passage of the Pure Food and Drug Act in 1906.

The student wants to emphasize a difference between the two books. Which choice most effectively uses relevant information from the notes to

accomplish this goal?

Answer

A. Although both are powerful works of literature that contributed to new legislation, Equiano’s book is an autobiography, while Sinclair’s is

fictional.

B. They may have written about different topics, but Equiano and Sinclair both influenced readers.

C. The 1807 Slave Trade Act resulted in part from a book by Equiano, while the 1906 Pure Food and Drug Act resulted in part from a book by

Sinclair. 

D. The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano and The Jungle are two works of literature that contributed to new legislation

(concerning the slave trade and food safety, respectively). 

Correct Answer: A

Rationale

Choice A is the best answer. This choice emphasizes a difference between the two books by using relevant information from the notes to

contrast their genres. 

Choice B is incorrect. This choice mentions a difference between the books (their different topics), but it emphasizes a similarity between the

books (their influence on readers). Choice C is incorrect. This choice provides information about the books that reflects both a similarity (both

resulted in new laws) and a difference (the specific laws that resulted), without emphasizing either. Choice D is incorrect. This choice doesn’t

emphasize a difference between the two books. Instead, it emphasizes a similarity.



Question ID: 1db1b58d

Assessment Test Domain Skill Difficulty

PSAT/NMSQT and PSAT

10

Reading and Writing Expression of Ideas Rhetorical Synthesis Hard

Question

While researching a topic, a student has taken the following notes:

As engineered structures, many bird nests are uniquely flexible yet cohesive.

A research team led by Yashraj Bhosale wanted to better understand the mechanics behind these structural properties.

Bhosale’s team used laboratory models that simulated the arrangement of flexible sticks into nest-like structures.

The researchers analyzed the points where sticks touched one another.

When pressure was applied to the model nests, the number of contact points between the sticks increased, making the structures stiffer.

The student wants to present the primary aim of the research study. Which choice most effectively uses relevant information from the notes to

accomplish this goal?

Answer

A. Bhosale’s team wanted to better understand the mechanics behind bird nests’ uniquely flexible yet cohesive structural properties.

B. The researchers used laboratory models that simulated the arrangement of flexible sticks and analyzed the points where sticks touched one

another.

C. After analyzing the points where sticks touched, the researchers found that the structures became stiffer when pressure was applied.

D. As analyzed by Bhosale’s team, bird nests are uniquely flexible yet cohesive engineered structures.

Correct Answer: A

Rationale

Choice A is the best answer. It describes the reason Bhosale’s team wanted to study the structures of bird nests—that is to say, the study’s

primary aim.

Choice B is incorrect. This choice doesn’t present the primary aim of the research study. It describes how the study worked, but not why it was

done. Choice C is incorrect. This choice doesn’t present the primary aim of the research study. It describes a result of the experiment, but not

why it was carried out. Choice D is incorrect. This choice doesn’t present the primary aim of the research study.


